
Before we Return to Play, We Return to the Classroom
 

 
The Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center (HIPRC) team is proud to
present Return to Learn (RTL) in collaboration with your school. Developed by
our researchers and backed by the Center for Disease Control, RTL is a concussion
protocol focused on getting students back in the classroom through best practice
academic accommodations. 

Studies have shown that students need specific academic concussion protocols to
have a successful recovery and re-entry to their full classroom capacity after a
concussion. 

If you have a student who has suffered a concussion, 
contact your RTL school champion. 

What is Return to Learn (RTL)? Return to Learn is a fast, comprehensive assessment program
for any student with a concussion. It coordinates care between physicians, parents, and school
administrators to offer best practice academic accommodations to help students return to their
full classroom capacity more quickly. Link to KIRO7 story: https://bit.ly/2WohugM

What does the RTL program include? The program includes a packet with a weekly checklist to
evaluate symptoms, as well as corresponding academic adjustments and accommodations. It
also provides information on when students should seek additional treatment and fosters
coordination between teachers and other applicable school staff to ensure the student’s needs
are met. The RTL packet allows school staff to evaluate and make temporary, appropriate
recommendations for a student with a diagnosed concussion, ensuring the student returns to a
normal workload when sufficiently recovered.

Where can I learn more about Return to Learn? 
Visit www.hiprc.org/rtl/ for more information or email rtluw@uw.edu.

Why Return to Learn?

HIPRC is devoted to conducting research, education, and prevention programs aimed at diminishing the
personal impact of trauma and broadening the effectiveness of injury prevention and treatment programs

regionally and nationally. This program is designed to align with current research being done by our institution
on Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). For more information on the HIPRC and other research projects we are involved

in, please visit our website at www.hiprc/org.
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